6         AREA; BOUNDARIES;  DIVISIONS
Bombay Presidency form the boundaries. It naturally
divides itself into the mainad or hill country on the west,
and the maidan or open country to the east. For ad-
ministrative purposes, it is divided into eight districts,
viz. Bangalore, Kolar, Tumkur, Mysore, Hassan, Kadur,
Shimoga^ and Chitaldroog. The State is best known in
history in connection with the Muhammaclan usurpers
Haidar Ali and his son Tipu (or Tippoo) Sultan in the
latter part of the eighteenth century. On the death of
Tipu, Krishna Raja Wodeyar, the representative of the
Hindu (Wodeyar) dynasty was placed on the throne, hut
deposed by the British Government some years later*
The rendition of the State, in connection with which the
Maharaja was placed on the throne by the Governor of
Madras, took place in iSSi. The mint was abolished in
1843. Many specimens of the coins of Tipu Sultan and
Krishna Raja Wodeyar can still be obtained in the bazars
of Bangalore, Mysore, Seringapatam, etc.
Coorg is a mountainous province, situated to the west
of Mysore on the summit and slopes of the western ghuts,
with Mercara as its principal town. The reigning Raja,
who had shown marked signs of disaffection, was deposed
in 1834, and the Commissioner of Mysore was appointed
Commissioner of the new British province. The deposed
Raja visited England in 1852 with his young daughter,
to whom Queen Victoria stood sponsor through the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury at 'her baptism. The Kodagas
or Coorgs, who form 20 per cent, of the population,
are a stalwart race, among whom many ceremonies still
take the form of indicating physical fitness. They wear
a picturesque full-dress consisting of dark cloth coat
showing the arms of a white shirt, with a red or blue
girdle, in which a war-knife with an ivory or silver hilt
is stuck.
Thp French Possessions consist of Pondicherry, Karikal,